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Extension  Forester
By  G.  H.  Collingwood
United States Department of Agriculture
For over twenty years foresters have been talking about
a timber shortage,-I the evils of destructive lumbering and
of fire.  Many  bulletins  have  been  published  and  some  have
Proved interesting and intelligible to the common man.  we
have  lectured  and  given personal  service.    To  a  limited ex-
tent laws have been passed which were intended to encour-
age  people  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  forestry.    These
efforts  have  been.aided  by  the  increasing  cost  of  lumber,
until today there ls  a widesprlead interest in our forest re-
sources.    The  public  is  beginning  to  realize  that  if  we  are
cutting our timber four times as fast as it is being growrl.
wte must be rapidly approaching the jumping-off place.   But
this idea has not stirred to action the owners of many acres
of timberland.   As yet, mighty little forestry is being prac-
ticed.    How are we as  foresters going  to  cause forestry to
be practiced on American forest lands?
As if in answer to this query, the Extension Directors
of sever-al  Of the  States  have  asked  for  plans  for the prac-
tice of forestry in the farm woodlands of their stlates, which
farmers can carry out under the direction of a few trained
foresters.
These  extension  directors  represent  both  the  united
States Department of Agriculture and the state agricultural
coll,ege in the con¢uct of the work.   They are each in charge
of a State  extension organization,  whose object is to teach
and demonstrate established facts and practices of agricul-
lure and home economics so that they will be accepted and
adopted  by  a  considerable  part  of the  agricultural  popula-
tion.
The  Smith-Lever  Act,  passed  May  8,  1914,  provided
Federal money, which except for $10,000 to each State, must
be matched dollar for dollar from State funds.   These funds
were  provided  for  the  giving  of  instruction  and  practical
demonstrations  in  agriculture  and  home  economics  to  the
members of the family back on the farm and in the home.
This stimulated the organization of an extension service in
each  one  of  the  States,  which  completes  an  educational
tripod upon which rests the work of every agricultural col-
lege.in  the land,-viz.,  resident I;eaching,  research,  and  ex-
tension teaching.    One of the results of I,he extension work
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is  that theo college of  agriculture is  better  able  to  establish_
an  intimate  contact with  the problems  of  the  farmer  and
his wife back in the country.
Extension  teaching  aims  tO  COver  all  the  problems  of
the farm and of the farm home.   To guide it, and take the
brunt of the work of organizing the subject matter material,
there  are  extension  specialists.    There  are  specialists  in  a
wide range of subjects, from horticulture to home nutrition,
but ,each one is confined very largely to his or her own SPe-
cialty.   They are in a sense Peripatetic professors, for they
must travel a great deal.   By its very nature, much Of their
work  is  away  from  headquarters.     They   are   devleloping
methods of teaching quite different from those generally in
use  in  the  classroom  or  laboratory.    The  aim  is  to  bring
the  subject  forcefully  before  the  public,  and  in  a  manner
easily  grasped.    To  do  this  they  are  employing  lectures,
many timles with lantem slides or motion pictures, bulletins,
press  notices,  posters  and  exhibits.     The  teaching  deals
with rather easily grasped elements and each Phase Of their
subject is often spoken of as a project.   The specialist works
out a plan by which the results of s\cientific inquiry can be
applied  to  the  farmer's  problem.    With  the  help  of  the
county  Agricultural  Agent,  a particular piece  Of  WOrk  de-
velops  and blossoms  forth  into  a demonstration.    The  sue-
cess  of a demonstration  depends  upon the extent  to which
the recommended practice is adopted by farmers.
The most vital part of the extension System iS the Corps
of  county  agricultural  agents,  home  demonstration  agents,
and junior project leaders. Nearly every agricultural county
in  the  land  has  at  least  one  Of  these  agents,  While  many
have two or three.   A port,ion of their salaries and expenses
are paid  from  state  and  Federal  funds,  but  the  fact  that
fully half of the cost comes from local sources IS SigrlifiCant
of  the  confidence  which  the farmers  have  in  thlem    These
men and women are on the firing line   Upon them rests the
responsibility  of  representing the  college.    Their job  is  to
develop  local  leadership,  which  can  apply   SCientifiC  Prim-
ciples  to  the  solution  of  local  problerns.    Their  duties  are
many, but by no means overpowering.   Very naturaly their
time  is  largely  taken  up  with  those  Phases  Of  agriculture
which bear comparatively quick retums.   But their program
is laid out for years  to  come.    If  they can be  shorn  that
forestry is important to the development of diversified agrl-
cluture in their county, they Will find time for it.
The farm WOOdlands and the idle lands on farms in the
united  states  comprise  over  160  million  acres.    They pre-
sent problems which lnust be solved if we are to have a Pros-
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perous agriculture and thereby a prosp,erous country.    The
Extension  Directors  have  challenged  us,  as  foresters, `for
solutions  sufficiently  simple  to  be  capable  of  application  by
the farmers.   If we do not meet this challenge we will show
ourselves  lacking  in  ability  to  think  down  to  fundamental
details in the subject of our profession, and unable to make
use  of  an  organization  provided  for  carrying  information
and help to the land owners.  Are we going to fail on a prob-
lem  which  has  been  met  and  is  being  solved  by  men  and
women in other phases of agriculture and home  economics ?
Our job as foresters is to help bring to pass a condition
in which the timber needs of our people can be met by grow-
ing continuous crops of timber.-And when we consider the
start that this coulltry has taken in the Wrong direction, We
must admit our job is a big one.    To accomplish it we must
use every agency at our command.
The lextension  organization is  one  of  the  most  import-
ant of these agencies now available.    Through`its efforts an
increasing number of woodland  owners,  and  owners  of idle
land may be encouraged to adopt forest practices which will
result in greater produ,ctivity on the part of theii lands, and
greater prosperity for themselves.    The principleslot educa-
tion which  are being worked out for other  subjects  can be
made to apply equally well to forestry.   If our farming peo-
ple are to become woods minded, forestry must be reduced to
those  el,ements  which  can  be  grasped  and  applied  by  the
woodland ownler.    To accomplish this the work must be  de-
veloped  and  led  by foresters  who  are  capable  of  adjusting
their technical information to the problem of the small land
owner, to make it intelligible and convincing, and then to see
that  it  is  actualy  carried  out.    These  men  mlust  be  inter-
ested in folks as well as in trees.    They must be  capable of
the elements of forestry in So vital and stimulat-
er< that people will be impelled to carry out their
®ndations.
In addition to your own state of Iowa, forestry is now
a  part  of  the  agricultural  extension  program  in  Geo¥giin<,
Maine,  Maryland,  Michigan,  New   York,   North   Car'olina,
Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina  and  West  Virginia.    In  each
of these states the work is led by an extension  specialist in
forestry, who is a graduate of a forest school.   With the aid
of the County Agricultural Agent he carries his forestry in-
formation to the farmer on the land.
The fact that very little extension work in forestry was
done  or  contemplated  _until  recently  is  not  surprising.    A
program of education ifi agriculture and home economics for
these United States is truly tremendous, and extension work
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on its present  scale has been  scarcely more than  ten  years
in operation.   Anothter ten years may bring into prominence
other subjects which today are barely recognized.
The agricultural extension  service  recogrliZeS  that for-
estry is part and parcel of an adequate policy of land utiliza-
tion.   By  including  forestry  in  the  extension  program  the
same  attention will be  available to  the  farmler's  woodlands
as is now being given to his livestock, his field and orchard
crops, and to his home.
